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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PLO, LE 

SUBJECT: POSSIBLE DISAGREEMENT IN PLO 

1 . TWO RECENT STATEMENTS BY PALESTINIAN OFFICIALS SUGGEST 
DISAGREEMENT WITHIN PLO OVER WHETHER TO COUNT ON UNITED STATES 
TO HELP ACHIEVE MIDDLE EAST PEACE. ON ONE HAND, HEAD OF 

PLO'S FOREIGN INFORMATION BUREAU, MAHMOUD LAB ADI, PUBLISHED 
SIGNED ARTICLE IN AUGUST 14 IKI, WHICH IMPLIED THAT WASHINGTON 
WOULD ATTEMPT TO PROMOTE JUST SOLUTION. ON OTHER HAND, HEAD 
OF PLO'S POLITICAL DEPARTMENT, FARROUK KADDOUMI, GAVE 
INTERVIEW IN AUGUST 15 MONDAY MORNING, WHICH CLAIMED AMERICANS 
WERE SEEKING TO BETRAY PALESTINIAN INTERESTS. NEVERTHELESS, 

EVEN KADDOUMI SHOWED SOME SENSITIVITY TO AMERICAN CONCERNS. 

2. ALTHOUGH CHARACTERIZING VANCE'S MISSION AS "FAILURE," 

LABADI HAD PERHAPS KINDEST PUBLIC WORDS EVER UTTERED BY 
PLO OFFICIAL FOR AMERICAN LEADERS. HE SAID SECRETARY 
"WON HEARTS OF PRESS AND PEOPLE WITH HIS HUMILITY AND 
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SHOW OF GOOD INTENTIONS," AND REFLECTED "GOOD INTENTIONS 
OF PRESIDENT CARTER." (LABADI NEVERTHELESS CAUTIONED 
THAT "GOOD INTENTIONS" WERE NOT ENOUGH, AND US HAD TO 
BRING PRESSURE ON ISRAEL AND BEGIN TALKS WITH 
PALESTINISNS.) 

3. IN CONTRAST, KADDOUMI CALLED VANCE'S MISSION "NEW 
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CONSPIRACY," AIMED AT "WORKING AGAINST PALESTINIAN 
RIGHTS" AND "PUSHING SOVIET UNION OUT OF MIDDLE EAST." 
KADDOUMI ADDED: "ISRAEL ITSELF DOES NOT TRUST 
PRESIDENT OF UNITED STATES. ..IF ISRAEL DOES NOT TRUST 
UNITED STATES, HOW CAN WE?" 

4. LABADI REPEATED THEME OF RECENT PLO PUBLIC 
STATEMENTS THAT AMENDMENT TO UN SECRETARY COUNCIL 
RESOLUTION 242 WAS "BASIC PRECONDITION FOR ESTABLISHMENT 
OF JUST AND DURABLE PEACE IN MIDDLE EAST." KADDOUMI 
SAID "WE REJECT RESOLUTION 242, BECAUSE THAT RESOLUTION 
DISREGARDS OUR RIGHTS, AND BECAUSE IT IMPLIES RECOGNITION 
OF ISRAEL WITHIN SECURE BORDERS." HE ELABORATED THAT 
SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTIONS WERE "NEVER AMENDED," AND 
UNLESS US ALLOWED SECURITY COUNCIL TO PASS NEW 
RESOLUTION, "ALL AMERICAN STATEMENTS WILL REMAIN 
MEANINGLESS." 

5. LABADI AFFIRMED THAT PLO'S DEMAND TO AMEND 
RESOLUTION 242 "DID NOT BY ANY MEANS IMPLY READI- 
NESS TO RECOGNIZE ZIONIST STATE,” BUT STOPPED SHORT 
OF SAYING PLO WOULD CATEGORICALLY REFUSE TO DO SO. 
KADDOUMI WARNED "WE REFUSE TO BE REGARDED AS REFUGEES, 

TO RELINQUISH OUR NATIONAL RIGHTS, OR TO RECOGNIZE 
ISRAEL." 
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6. DESPITE APPARENTLY UNCOMPROMISING STANCE, HOWEVER, 
KADDOUMI DEMONSTRATED SOME SENSITIVITY TO US CON- 
CERNS. HE REPEATED "WE ARE WILLING TO ESTABLISH OUR 
INDEPENDENT STATE ON ANY PART OF OUR LAND." HE ALSO 
REPEATED THAT "WE ARE IN FAVOR" OF LINK BETWEEN INDE- 
PENDENT PALESTINIAN STATE AND JORDAN. BUT THAT INDEPENDENT 
PALESTINIAN STATE WAS "VITAL PREREQUISITE" TO SUCH A 

LINK. HE SAID ARAB OIL EMBARGO SHOULD BE USED ONLY 
FOR "POSITIVE PRESSURE" AND WOULD BE "COMPARABLE TO 
USE OF ATOMIC BOMB BY OTHER SIDE." 

7. FINALLY, KADDOUMI IMPLIED PLO WOULD NOT 

REQUIRE SEPARATE SEATING AT GENEVA, BUT WOULD DEMAND 
SEPARATE INVITATION. HE SAID PALESTINIAN REPRESENTA- 
TION AT GENEVA CONFERENCE "CAN BE SETTLED EASILY AMONG 
ARABS," BUT "WE INSIST" THAT INVITATION TO ATTEND 
BE "DIRECTED TO PLO DIRECTLY." 

8. COMMENT: THESE CONFLICTING STATEMENTS SUG- 
GEST PLO LEADERSHIP IS STILL TRYING TO WORK OUT ITS 
POSITION IN RESPONSE TO LATEST USG STATEMENTS. 

PARKER 
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